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than now, by reaching the masses—of what was solemnly admitted
to be “one of our most sacred duties to be the means, as far
as in us lies, of conferring on the natives of India those vast moral
and material blessings which flow from the diffusion of useful
knowledge,” then, it is' a matter for serious consideration whether
the question has been considered in all its bearings and whether
the practical proposal that has been put forward is the outcome of
a full and thorough consideration of the subject. It has been
rightly admitted that ‘most momentous issues are involved in the
settlement of this question” and that every one who takesup the
task of discussing it * must approach it in all seriousness, and
with a full sense of responsibility. In all seriousneés, I ask,
Have the causes of the decline of vernacular studies been fully
diagnosed ¢ Does the fault lie in the University system of edu-
cation or does it lie deeper at the very root of the present one-sided
system of school education? I pause for an answer; and ere it
comes let us examine the effect of the present system of school edu-
cation on vernacular studies from its commencement.

To begin at the very beginning. A young boy who is admit-
ted in the Infant Standard, as soon as he has mastered the verna-
cular alphabet and has leamaed to read and spell monosyllabic and
dissyllabic. words in his'; cular, is introduced to the English
alphabet ; and from the time he learns the English alphabet, the
vernacular is always given the second place in his estimation. A
first standard boy is often drilled in the various and changing
sounds of the consonants and vowels of the English alphabet. In
the second standard, the English Reader is given the place of
prominence over the Vernacular Reader; and the sprouting in-
tellect of the Hindu child is spoiled for ever by the mechanical
drill in English spelling. When he reaches the first Form in his
8th or 9th year, he has his Vernacular Reader as text book, of
course ; but he has his geography, history, and arithmetic taught
from HEinglish text books. From the first Form upward the ten-
dency to neglect the vernacular is increasing and the boy is trained
to think and speak in English ; and the vernacular text book is
only tolerated because of its having a place in the school curri-
culum. The evil is aggravated by the growing tendency of the
teacher to encourage the study and cultivation of English to the
neglect of the vernacular. Even in the latter half of the seven-
ties, when the present writer was a young school boy, this tendency
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